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York had come over to the moderate opinion on reflec-
tion, and on hearing that Colonel (roldsworthy, who
was present when the King gave this commission to the
Queen to invite the Princes, reported that the King
only said the Princes were to be invited, and that they
were always to be considered as invited to everything
of course; but had not added anything about the other
persons who were invited, or who had supported him,
or that the Princes might not like to meet them. So
that this was an addition of the Queen's own, and
intended, I suppose, to prevent the Princes from accept-
ing the invitation, of which she would afterwards have
made a handle against them. Burke therefore advised
the Duke of York to write a letter to the Queen accept-
ing the invitation and touching very lightly on the
offensive part of the message. The Duke of York sat
down immediately and wrote the enclosed^ which I
send you in his own hand, as it may be a curiosity in
the country. Do not show it, however, except to
Miss Elliot. I did not think it quite satisfactory,
and I altered it to the enclosed paper, which you
will see is my hand. The Duke of York imme-
diately copied mine fair, carried it off to the Prince
of Wales, who approved, and it was sent off. Soon
afterwards Lord Loughborough came in, and then
Lord Xorth, and then Lord Stormont, but the business
waa already despatched. They approved, however, per-
fectly what had been done. Here is a most copious ac-
count of this important affair about a concert. But it
tells one a great deal, and shows something of the Queen.